Reading assignment #1, module 1 (evidence for the First Essay)
Chopin & Chekhov            

Name_________________Class_______________

These questions must be done BEFORE CLASS BEGINS.  I WILL NOT ACCEPT THEM FROM LATE STUDENTS. Give yourself a lot of time. These are long, complex passages.
The Storm:
1) What is the climate like?
2) Who sleeps in the bedroom?
3) What does the storm represent?
4) What does the color of the bedroom represent?

5) What does it mean when it states that if Calixta was not immaculate, she was still inviolate?
6) What was Alcee and Calixta’s relationship, past and present?
The Story of an Hour

1) What news does Mrs. Mallard receive?
2) What does the weather represent in this story?
3) What does her name represent?
4) What ultimately happens to her? 

Reading assignment #2, module 1,        Name____________________Class_______________
Lady with Pet Dog 
1) The weather is different in different parts of the story.  What does it tell us about the characters’ emotional states? Discuss the climate in Moscow and Yalta.

2)  How does Dimitri describe his wife?

3) What does the dog represent that is so important it is part of the title? 
4) What do the colors represent that appear in this story?

5) What is the irony that occurs when Dmitry finds what he is looking for? 
6) How does Dmitry’s age impact on his emotional state?
Misery
1) What is Iona’s occupation?


2) What does the weather represent? 

3) Where does he find companionship? 

4) What does his companion represent? 

Reading # 3  module 1               Name____________________________Class______________
Anderson &Faulkner




Anderson:
1) What is Wing’s alleged Crime?

2) What does he blame for his problem?
3) What do his hands represent?

4) What does the name Wing represent about the character? 

Faulkner: 
1) What does Miss Emily represent in Faulkner’s story? 
2) What does Homer represent to her town?
3) How does Miss Emily resolve her romantic problem?

4) Where does the rose actually appear, and what is the significance of it? 
*You will select two of these six stories to write your second formal contrast essays. These are the only stories that may be used for that assignment.
Reading # 4, Module 2, Readings for midterm essay



Name __________________Class_________________
Walker:
1) What is the significance of Maggie’s looks?
2) How does Dee/Wangero  show her conflict between understanding who she is, in terms of her traditional culture, and what she thinks she should be? 
3) What are the two different approaches to family heirlooms?

4) How does Mama resolve the dispute?
Achebe:

1) What is Michael Obi’s attitude towards the ideas of the villagers?
2) What do the traditional villagers think about his ideas?

3) What is the point of conflict between the two worlds? 

4) What do the English determine about the outcome?

Readings # 5 , Module 2 (midterm essay)
Jackson and Silko




Name_________________Class________
Jackson:  

1) What traditional ritual do the villagers practice?
2) What justification is given?
3) Do participants still support the tradition when they are selected to win it?

4) How is this ritual reinforced in each new generation
Silko

1) What two belief systems are intertwined in this story?
2) Why does the priest help them?

3) What do they hope will happen by their combining of their two rituals? 
4) Are the results satisfactory to them?
Reading # 6, module 2






Name_____________Class_______________
Ha Jin: 
1) What perceptions does  Mr. Chiu have about his government?
2) How does his profession support his ideas?

3) What happens when he is confronted with the truth?

4) What does his physical appearance have to do with his actions?

Kafka 

1) What does the protagonist believe about the law?
2) Is he willing to listen to others about his situation? 

3) What happens to the protagonist because of his unwavering belief?
4) What does it mean that “the gate is only for him?”
Reading #7,  Module 3 (final essay)    


Name________________Class___________________________
O’Conner:      
1) Is the Misfit a reliable narrator?

2) What is the Misfit’s great lament?

3) What does the grandmother think she is trying to accomplish?
4) Are any characters truly religious? 

5) What proof do you for whether they are or are not? 

Hawthorne:

1) Is Goodman Browne a religious man? 
2) What does he rely on for salvation?

3) What answer does he find in the forest?

4) He is a reliable narrator?
5) What effect does what he revelation of a higher power have on him? 

6) How is the supernatural used as a metaphor for the state of the Goodmen  of Salem? 

Reading #8 , Module 3, final essay
Marquez & Borges




Name_________Class________________
Borges:  
1) What does the narrator perceive to be is mission?
2) What in the Garden of the Forking Paths is forking
3) Where else do we see forks in the story?
4) Why is the narrator’s ancestor so critical?
5) How do the garden and his ancestor’s book connect, and how do  they relate to forking imagery?
6) Is he a credible narrative?

Marquez
1) What do the people believe has fallen into their yard?
2) Are they religious
3) Are they reliable?
4) What happens to “the Man with enormous Wings” at the end?
Reading #9, module 3, final essay    Name________________Class________________

Lawrence

1) What burden is Paul carrying?
2) Where do the voices come from?
3) Does Paul able to correctly diagnose the problem?
4) What supernatural aspect does he resort to?
5) What does he pay to get it?
6) IS he a reliable narrator?
Gilman 

1) What are the forking images?
2) Is the narrator reliable? 
3) Is she carrying a burden that is too heavy?
4) What does the narrator believe she is doing?
5) In the very end, what has she done?

Reading #10, Module 3, readings for final essay    
Name________________Class_____________
Baldwin: 
1) Specifically what characters reflect the forking imagery in this story?
2) What does Sonny do when the burden is too heavy?

3) What does his brother do when the burden is too heavy?

4) IS religion helpful to them?

5) What happens to Sonny’s Uncle?

6) How does that influence Sonny’s father?

7) Are perceptions in this story accurate?

8) How are light and shadow used in this story to explain race and racism?

